“How do I know what I think until I see what I say?”  E.M. Forster

Active Reading Strategies:  Talking to the Text

Active reading notes are a good way of maintaining a written record of your thoughts to be used later when preparing for papers, tests, and discussions.  They are also a way to help clarify your thoughts and generate original ideas.  If your notes are thorough and clearly coded, you will never be caught in a round-table discussion with nothing to say.  If you are not doing so already, get in the habit of taking active reading notes in the margins of handouts, in your notebook, or even on “stickies.”  Your note-taking should be natural and not disrupt the flow of your reading.  Pause only at the end of paragraphs, chapters, pages when you feel you must down write a question or idea.

The types of notes listed below should not be approached in any particular order; however, do make notes in each category at least once (you will likely have more questions than any other category).  Above all, TAKE RISKS in your initial reactions—it is the only way to grow.  Your active reading notes will be collected periodically and graded for thoroughness and variety.

Q=	QUESTION
What questions come to mind as you are reading?  Look for answers to your questions.  (For example, why do the characters act the way they do?  What causes events to happen?  Why does the writer include certain information?)  State any confusion in the form of mundane (closed, or “skinny”) questions and heavy, more philosophical thoughts in the form of profound (open, “deep,” or “fat”) questions.  Both are important for attaining a full understanding of the text.  Additional question types include “right there,” “think and search,” “in my head,” and “on my own.”  More on these and another technique called “dense questioning” to come...

A=	AH-HA
Note when something suddenly makes sense, especially if it is an answer to one of your previous questions. 

V=	VISUALIZE
Use descriptions and details from the reading to create a mental portrait of the reading.  As you read, change your mental picture as the reading unfolds and your understanding grows.  Practice picturing what the writer is describing.  Sketch in your notes anything, including the setting, that might help you better understand what you are reading.

P=	PREDICT
What do you think will happen next?  Using information you already know, make an EDUCATED GUESS.  Look for hints in the reading that seem to lead to a certain outcome.  Be sure to note later when your predictions are correct or why they were not plausible.

C=	CONNECT
Write down a similar experience you have had, read about, or seen.  Consider connections to music, poems, discussions, plays, television shows, films, etc.

R=	RESPOND
How do the characters’ descriptions, actions, thoughts, and beliefs make you feel personally?  Good literature has the ability to confront the way we think—how have your beliefs been challenged, changed or strengthened by what you have read?

T=	THEORIZE
What theories about the plot and the characters’ motivations and actions do you have?  Why do the characters do what they do?  Why does the author include certain information?  Why didn’t he or she write it another way?  Use specific details to infer the main idea, topic, and theme of the reading.  Take some risks by doing some good “detective work” as you read.   Revise your theories as needed.

LL=	LITERARY LANGUAGE
Thinking about what an author means is important and so is noticing HOW he or she says it.  This is the author’s style.  Note particularly elegant or interestingly crafted phrases as you read.  For example, take a note when you notice literary terms used in action.

CR=	CLOSE-READING
Conduct a close, deep analysis of an important image or motif in the reading.  Jot down the connotations you associate with the word and use those as a springboard for investigating the deeper meaning and/or theme.

NV=	NEW VOCABULARY
Don’t know a word?  Jot it down, look it up and then try and stump a friend (or the teacher!).


Reflection:

1.	Which of the above reading strategies do you already do well?  List them below.

2.	Which of the above reading strategies do you know you need to improve?  List them below.
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